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‘COMFORT AND ROUTINE ARE THE KILLING FACTORS
FOR CREATIVITY’ —TOMAS DE BRUYNE

ne of the mest
celebrated “floral
event designers”,
specialising “in
architectural and
eeneeptual floral
space design”, Tomas De Bruyne
{inset) has put up an installation
at Phoenis Marketcity, Eurla
(piciure atover. He decoded
Winter Mystique;
Market City Kurla
Mumbai winter
installation 2020,
and teld €2 why
flowers too have

First things first,
tell us about the
Phoenix Marketcity
installation...

The essence of the installation
was that the formation of each
unique snowflake was meant to
bea beauriful metaphor of the
human spirit, Bach individual
snowflake follows slightly

different paths fram the sky o the

ground and thus encounters
slightly different atmospheric
conditions along the way. This
journey transforms them ina
feamtastic one-of-a-kind alignment

of water molecules to reach a final
stage resembling everything from
prisms and needles to the familar

lacy pattern.

You have shown your work at
Guest, Caleutta too. What are
your memories of our city?

1 wiften get that question abouta
Cif¥, @ COUNITY o a community.
And Lalways answer with the
same reply: it’s all about the
people, Flaces are created by the
people living in it, as they give
you the experience nfthat
location. They give the place a
soul, a certaln energy to interact
with. My first big Indian wedding
was for the Goenka family in
Calewtta. 1 was hired for my
services and did the floral part of
the event. Besides the many

personalising human
connections, it wasan
unforgettable professional
experience which had
eventually a big impact onmy
life, As you canimagine, that
18 the reason you can find
Caleutta in my heart.

What are your
favourite Indian
flowers?

The marigold
flower, They are
common but at
the same time so
Tniguee in many
ways. Even when

working in Mexico

Tlove touse them.

Besldes thelr strong
visual eolour impact, they
are perfect to work with
hecawse of their longevity.

Diid you know that you even

can gat them in white? They

areeasy foreare and
handling. Tons of them are
available in the market to be
implemented ina floral
installaticn. Their character

15 special as having a tough

image but at the same time

elegant and fragile looking
because of their curved
sensual petals, Did you know,
there are the favourites for
hutterflies as they are proven

nectar sources for them? I

diseovered my love for this

flower as 1 had to use them for
awedding in Jaipur. The
client requested me to foeus
on twoelements: local and
sustainability. For this, [had
crested a flower-carpet with
them; each of them pierced on

a wooden shewer; and they

wers in a good condition for

three full davs. Just amazing!

You have on your
ilsirious CV some famous
Indian weddings, like Isha
Ambani's. Can you look
back at the experience?

I'was honoured to be invited by
the family for my services ona
couple of necasions, including this
particular wedding. a huge
undertaking greatlv managed hy
Vandana Mohan. My project
consleted of lifting up the
decorative quality amd unigueness
of the event by adding spectacular
floral elements. The extent of the
event was dazzling. The massive
‘Teolling [1ills’ floral installation is
still a personal favourite amang
my works, Tahsolutely loved the
experience! It was as incredible as
India is.

Tell us aboul your experience
with the Olympics...

I'was invited to givea
presentation and lecture about the
art of flowers.... After this
resentation somebody from an
Olympie creati ve committes
approached me if [ was open todo
some consulting work regarding
the bouguets to give to the
Olympic winners, [ was requested
as well to analyse and judge some
houguets fitting the celebration
protocel of the winners, During
this process | had to keep an eye
an — hesides the assthetics
fmetionality, availability,

Favourite flower: The flower
named alter me... Glorosa
Rathshildiana Tomas De Bruyne'.
Aflower you love for the.
fragrance: Cosmos Hlower, 22t has
the fragrancs of pure chocolate. We
call it as well the Checolate cosmos
(ofticial Latin name: Cosmos
abrosanguineus),
A flower which makes a
statement: Vs have many of them
but have to say one of my tavourites
is the flowar narmed aler ma (that's
one of the major reasons | agrsed),
as for ma this flower has a character
making a statement. She is a da
amangst ihe flowers, showing

unigus in how she looks and sven
acts in the way she apans har patals
when blocming. Thes Rower adds
vibrant fension and excitement io
the design and create a wow-iactor
githar with cihar Howers or on ils
own for even greater impact,
Unique, unparalleled, inspiraticnal
are words thal describe this gloncus
Gloriosa.

flower world, as 1 wanted to support
thie business of my wife who had a
flower shop. When T started
working asa freclancer in the early
"0fw to dlearn and adapt the metier, 1
worked with colleagues, mentors,
peers and one of them polnted cut
to e that T should look to the
flowver hefore inserting it as the
added value lies in how vou do it
Publishing my first book {1999, As 1
did not find a same-minded
pubilisher, I had to do it did myself.
Tealising education was a quicker
way to grow professionally, When
the Indian market of events apened
its doors to me (2015).... 1 was so
lucky to mesd the right people
introducing me to this market and
having the opportunity to
collaborate and bloom.

Do you have a penchant for the
circular form? Can you tell us
about it?

Well, Iconld add this penchant as
well as one of my career milestones,
My fascination for cireles began
with an experiment asking myself
how daes beauty communicate,
because it’s allabour
communication in this world. To
understand how heanty works, T
challenged mysell to eome up with

Flowers are the connectors to bring us back to nature, to
give us that authentic joy and happiness, The joy of
consciously putting a bouquet or even a single flower,

touching your emotional values, is priceless as it will

bloom and shine with love

en and taken by the

attention of the viewer — TOMAS DE BRUYNE

processing, etc of flowers, and how
efficient the bouguet could be
made 35 you can imagine
thousands of these has to be
produced.

What would you consider your
career milestones as event
designer?

I had many of them, some of them
are: Early 10608, making the
switch from an 1T perecn to the

aproject calling ‘Eternal Cireles in
Contemplation”. I plaved with the
idea of circles as they are the most
intriguing shapes to me, rellectinga
universal symhbol with extensive
meaning. They represent the
notions of totality, wholeness,
original perfection, the self, the
infinite, eternity and timelessness.
8o, ereated 300 floral cineles with
diameters of 1,5 to 2 metre and got
them photographed. Alter

publishing a calendar, I made a
collection of five cartds each in
founr different brkes matching
fonr differene people’s
perception tolife. The boxes
were sold out instantly, but it
wias not my inbention to make it
a commercial success, it was all
ahont the journey of getting an
insight withina eonscious
mindset about what and how
beauty can serve the
community and how 1 could
anticipate on this.

After so many years, do you
react to a flower differently
now?

Ifthat would not be the case, |
would not have grown in what 1
do. Creators evolve, challenge
themselves for new ways of
expressing their ideas, Their
medium is the vehicle making
all this possible, It is absolute
crueial to approach my medium
from time to time witha
different eye and from different
angles inorder to grow and
challenge myself keeping my
passion Qow. Comfort and
routine are the killing factors
for creativity. Knowing vour
meditm is so important as each
medium has such a potential to
be handled in a different way.
Flowers became my best
triends, whispering their added
value and claiming their spot in
thees provess to shine at the final
outcome, My secret is never to
deliver an idea or design that
dnesn’t excite me personally.

Tell us what Qowers grow in
your garden and house.

The anes I have are some David
Austin Reoses, giving me the joy
of seeing the hlooming and
nurture process. But you can
find plenty of different grasses
inmy garden, Going from
different colours, shapes and
lengths. Each variety fitting the
atmosphere [ want to create on
cerlain spots in the garden. And
yes, Tadmit, keeping in mind
the practical reasons and not
willing to malke lot of hours for
gardening,

The lockdown has made
homes very important. Can
you give us some quick tips
on how to dress them up
with fowers?

Sure. Well, let's first ask
ourselves why put flowersin
the house. You'll find out that
it's all about the impact that
flowers give you. The
singleness of a ‘special’ Oower
can havea much deaper impact
than for example a dozen roses.
Flowers are the conneetors to
hring us hack to nature, to give
us that authentic joy and
happiness. The joy of
consciously putting a bouguet
or even a single llower,

touching your emetional
values, is priceless as it will
bloem and shine with love
given and taken by the
attention of the viewer. Pick
yoursella corner, table,
loeation inthe ronm {which
could have a special meaning to
you) and ‘plant’ a bouguet or a
Hlower which you have created
a bond with and you'll feel
never alone inthe room.

Saionee Chakraborty



